
1 

 

VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2020 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

 VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETING 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER - A virtual monthly meeting of the City Council of the Village 
of Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was held on Tuesday, November 17, 2020 by 
remote video/audio participation.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor 
Kedzierski. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL – Clerk Bruce Nichols 

 

Present: Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, Sandra Cavataio, 
Danielle Gehlert, Doug Kucyk, John T. Seago and Matthew Seely 

 
Absent: None  
 
Also present:  City Clerk Bruce Nichols 
   Finance Officer/Treasurer Cathy Hall 

Interim City Manager Thomas Krolczyk 
City Attorney Brian Renaud 

   Public Safety Director John Schulte 
Public Works Director Mike Way 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 20, 2020 REGULAR MEETING 

 
On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and carried 
unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were approved. 
 

5. RECEIVE AND FILE VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS MINUTES 
 
On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and carried 
unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes be received and filed. 
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 

7. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS – Beautification Committee  
 

On motion by Council Member Seago, seconded by Council Member Kucyk, and carried 
unanimously, it was resolved that Charla Fluent, Patricia Wyrod, Jodi Stevens and Lois 
Baker were appointed to the Beautification Committee. 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARING – 21 Webber Place, Lot Split 
 
Planning Commission Chairperson Mary Matuja described the proposed lot division and lot 
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combination of 21 Webber Pl. and 605 Lake Shore Rd.  The proposed lot split would 
ultimately result in a combination of two parcels, with two parcel identification numbers.  
The combination of the divided portion of the 21 Webber Place property with the 605 Lake 
Shore Rd. property would result in a property line length ratio for the 605 Lake Shore Rd. 
property that is greater than the 1:3 property line length ratio specified in the city 
ordinances.  The requested approval of the division combination and thus the ratio would 
not require that a separate variance application be filed.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the proposed lot split. 
 
Beline Obeid appeared on behalf of the purchaser/petitioner. 
 
City Attorney Brian Renaud indicated City Council action on this request would require the 
approval of the minutes of the Planning Commission meeting of October 27, 2020.  
Chairperson Matuja indicated the Planning Commission had scheduled a special hearing 
on Friday, November 30, 2020 to approve their October 27, 2020 minutes. 
 
Petitioner Todd Wysocki had no objection to the contingency of the approval of the Planning 
Commission meeting minutes at the planned November 30, 2020 meeting. 
 
Council Member Gehlert asked whether the notice requirements under our ordinances for 
such a lot split have been met.  Interim City Manager Tom Krolczyk reported the proper 
notices had been provided. 
 
On motion by Council Member Seely, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and carried 
unanimously (7-0), it was resolved that combination of the lot located at 605 Lake Shore 
Rd. with the rear lot of the parcel located at 21 Webber Place be approved, subject to the 
receipt of the Planning Commission’s approval of the minutes for their October 27, 2020 
meeting. 
 

9. 2020 AUDIT PRESENTATION – Maner Costerian, PC – Aaron Stevens 
 

A. An extensive presentation was made by Aaron Stevens regarding the “Independent 
Auditors Report” with a comprehensive explanation of the auditor’s findings.  
 
On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the 2020 Audit Financial Statements & 
Report  be received and filed. 

 
10. 2020 ANNUAL ACTUARIAL VALUATION REPORT & ASSOCIATED GASB 

STATEMENTS 
 
A. On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 

carried unanimously, it was resolved that the 2020 Annual Actuarial Valuation Fund 
Report & Associated GASB Statement 74/75 & GASB Statement 67/68 be received 
and filed. 

 
11. REPORTS BY CHAIRPERSONS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS                                                                                                                             

 
A. Budget and Finance – Finance Officer/Treasurer Cathy Hall presented the Financial 
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Statements and reported the previous month contained ordinary and usual expenses. 
   

1. Approval of Bills - On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council 
Member Cavatiao, and carried unanimously, it was resolved that bills were 
approved for payment. 
 

2. Finance Committee Chairman Report - Chair Sandra Cavataio reported the 
committee has begun a detailed review of the water and sewage billing.  The next 
step in the process will require more detailed financial information.  Representatives 
of the water billing software company are working with staff to review the billing 
process.  The purchase of a new garbage truck is being analyzed.  The committee 
will have its next meeting on January 12, 2021. 

 
B. Public Safety – Chief John Schulte reported one public safety officer with COVID-19 is 

working from home.  A new patrol vehicle will arrive soon; however, the installation 
process has been slowed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our public safety officer recruit 
is expected to graduate in December.  The department is taking exceptional 
precautions to help keep the officers safe from COVID–19. 
 

C. Public Works – Director Mike Way reported the Mini Boo Fest was successful and safe.  
Last month, two storms dropped several massive trees, requiring emergency response 
from the Department of Public Works.  Hydrant flushing is underway.  Three fire 
hydrants have been damaged by motor vehicles.  The harbor has been winterized.  Sgt. 
Spina used his scuba gear to shut down the fresh water supply valves which are now 
below water level.  The city has experienced some unusual garbage truck breakdowns.  
Leaf vacuums have also been experiencing more problems than usual.  Holiday lighting 
is going up.  More recycling bins have been ordered.  Council Member Seago asked 
about inspection of fire hydrants twice a year.  Director Way reported hydrants are 
flushed every other year.  Hydrants are inspected annually.  Councilman Seago also 
asked about the potential of separating irrigation water to allow separate billing and the 
deletion of the sewage charge.  GLWA would need to agree to allow the separation and 
use of deduction meters.  Council Member Seago remarked on the park condition of the 
Lochmoor Road surface 

           
D. Parks Committee –Council Liaison Matt Seely thanked all those who helped with the 

Mini Boo Fest.  The Parks Committee will meet in December and will present a Master 
Plan before Council in January 2021. 

 
E. Harbor Committee –Council Liaison John Seago reported all boats have been 

removed from the Marina with the freshwater lines drained.  Some portions of the 
cement wall along the pier will require placement.  Application forms for the residents’ 
well reservations for next summer go out in late November.  The next meeting of the 
committee is in December. 

 
F. Infrastructure Report –Council Liaison Matt Seely reported the city is still collecting 

data to show GLWA that we have reduced our sewage output by improvements.  Our 
sewage bill should be reduced commensurately.  Smoke testing of the sewers is 
underway to determine groundwater in our sanitary sewage systems.  There has been 
no activity from Wayne County regarding the seawall. 
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Council Member Seago had questions regarding how all the seawall infrastructure costs 
were going to be paid for.  Council Member Seely responded with some observations 
regarding municipal bonds for our rapidly deteriorating and ancient infrastructure.  
Public Works Dir. Mike Way pointed out our sewers are a maximum diameter of 36-48 
inches; so, any catastrophic failure will not result in a massive sinkhole.  There would 
be an enormous sewage backup problem caused by such a collapse. 
 
Council Member voiced concerns about the high probability of sinkholes developing 
from the lake water encroaching along Lakeshore Road. 
 

G. GPSIF –Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert attended the most recent meeting of the 
foundation.  There will be Christmas gift shopping in the Schroeder Field House.  Bids 
for the construction of a pickle ball court are underway.  The foundation is reviewing a 
proposed walking path around the perimeter of the park.  A skating rink next to the 
Schroeder Field House will go up even among the pandemic uncertainty. 
 

H. Communications Committee – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert reported a committee 
meeting which reviewed what can be offered to residents, a revised website, enhanced 
newsletter, and calendars. 
 

I. Legal Report – City Attorney Brian Renaud reported on having provided the following 
legal services since the last Council meeting: Consultation regarding membership 
considerations of a municipal committee, response and review of the 611 Lake Shore 
lot split under consideration, attention to a Wayne County Circuit Court BZA appeal 
which has oral arguments set for January 21, 2021, and review of ever-changing 
emergency pandemic orders from Gov. Whitmer. 
 

J. Manager’s Report – Interim City Manager Tom Krolczyk reported Congress Member 
Brenda Lawrence informed him that she is focusing on federal funding for the Lake 
Shore seawall repair.  Mr. Krolczyk said staff is working to get everything in place for 
the new City Manager Steve Poloni’s arrival.  High winds caused DTE power failures 
recently.  The presidential election was very time consuming for staff and the election 
workers.  A water rate audit from 2004 was discovered in the city records.  There will be 
no Christmas lighting ceremony this year. 

 
12. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS  

 
A. Public Act 152-The Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act  

 
On motion by Council Member Kucyk, seconded by Council Member Seago, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores elects 
the 80/20 option under Public Act 152. 
 

B. 2021 Poverty Exemption Resolution  
 
On motion by Council Member Seago, seconded by Council Member Kucyk, and 
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carried unanimously, it was resolved that the 2021 Poverty Exemption Resolution be 
adopted in compliance with the Federal Poverty Guidelines for 2021 assessments. 
 

14. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 

15. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Seago thanked Tom Krolczyk for all his efforts with the Mini Boo Fest 
event.  He also thanked Park Rangers and the DPW employees for all their efforts as 
well. 
 
Council Member Seely also thanked Tom Krolczyk and staff for all the additional efforts 
they have expended from the many challenges from an exceedingly difficult year. 
 
Council Member Gehlert also thanked staff and employees for maneuvering through the 
pandemic.  She expressed disappointment in the light citizen attendance in the remote 
Zoom Council meeting. 
 
Council Member Kucyk asked about a response from attorney Ryan Fantuzzi regarding 
retiree Gary Mitchell’s communication regarding his retirement health plan.  Council 
Member Kucyk had questions why the response had not been provided as of tonight’s 
meeting. City Attorney Brian Renaud stated that he had a brief conversation with Gary 
Mitchell regarding the referral of this matter to the city’s employment counsel for review. 
 
Council Member Cavataio, with support by Council Member Seely, motioned to table and 
discuss the matter regarding retiree Gary Mitchell in a closed session with legal counsel. 
During discussion on the motion, the motion approving the closed session to review the 
matter with counsel passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
Council Member Barrette also thanked employees and staff for working through the 
difficult time of a pandemic. 
 

16. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Mayor Kedzierski expressed appreciation to the staff and 
employees for their extraordinary efforts during an exceedingly difficult time.  He 
observed this will be a very unusual holiday season.  He said the city is looking forward to 
Steve Poloni’s arrival as the new city manager.  There will be no Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon in December because of the pandemic. 

 
17. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (Tues, 12/15/20-12pm & Tues, 

1/19/21 -7pm) 
 

18. DATES OF FUTURE TOWN HALL MEETINGS - TBD 
 

19. ADJOURNMENT On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member 
Gehlert, and carried unanimously the meeting was adjourned at 9:48 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce R. Nichols 
City Clerk 


